PLAN TO USE A BALLOON'      37
An old friend, H. H. Kohlsaat, the Chicago newspaper publisher, was then in Paris. I did not know he was there, but he knew I was. lie tried to find me. Like other Americans, 1 usually register my address at the Paris office of the New York Herald; this time,, for some reason, I had not done so. Mr. Kohlsaat inquired at the Herald office, and many other places, but could not find me.
And what do you suppose he wanted of me? Just before this he had sold real estate in Chi-cago for nearly a million dollars, expecting' to use a part of the money buying out the interest of his partner, Wm. Penn Nixon, of the Chicago Iitlcr-Ocean. But it turned out that Mr. Nixon used his option and bought Mr. Kohlsaat's interest for a large sum in cash, and the result was Mr. Kohlsaat had in hand more than a million dollars. He had heard something of my Arctic plans; and while he knew nothing of the details of such expeditions, he did know me, and evidently had some faith in me as a man. For he was hunting me in Paris with the intention of offering me the capital to equip another expedition !
All this I did not learn till long afterward. Meanwhile, reflecting upon the proposed polar effort by balloon, I had lost faith in. the idea. There seemed to be little prospect of success with